
R E S E A R C H  B A S E D  
R E A D I N G  S T R AT E G I E S  

E L E M E N TA R Y

B Y:  M E L I S S A  M E H L H O F F



TEXT CLUE/BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 
ADDITION

• What is it?

– Used in Practicum

– Inferencing 

– Creating predictions

– Fiction 

– Text clues + Background 

Knowledge=Prediction

• 1. Look for text clues about 

character.

• 2. Think about what you know 

about people in similar 

situations.

• 3. Write inference.



PICTURE IT

• What is it?

– Used in Practicum

– Fiction

– Determining figurative 

language

• 1. Take a specific passage 

from the story.

• 2. Write and draw literal 

meaning of passage

• 3. Write and draw figurative 

meaning of passage 



CONCEPT MAP

• Benefits

– Organize new information

– Show what students know before a lesson

– Connects information

– Visualization

– Non-fiction and Fiction

– Can be used in all content areas

1. Model how to find important concepts

2. Organize into categories

3. Read story or article

4. Use lines or arrows to show how ideas and 
concepts are related. Don’t put every detail on 
map.

5. Reflect with partner how they made connections 
between concepts



POPPLET



WO R D MAP S

• What is it?

– Visual representation 

– Learning new vocabulary 

words

– Adds to background 

knowledge

– Higher level thinking

– Multiple subjects

• Similar to how Practicum 

teacher taught vocabulary

• Model

– I Do, We Do, You Do
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